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proportion of the people of the country, and
consequently felt obliged to assert themselves.
Their official designation was "Nationals", hut
they were variously referred to in the House as
the "party of the center" and as a "third
party". The former appellation was taken
from the location of their seats (six of them
including Weaver had seats on the center
aisle); the latter came from the traditional
division of our people into two parties follow-
ing the accepted English arrangement. Any
divergence from settled principles was de-
scribed as a third party; all legislative arrange-
ments presumed two parties and two only.122

Early in his Congressional career Q-eneral
Weaver seems to have been recognized as the
leader of the third party group. His ability as
a speaker and debater, and his prominence as a
soldier and in the Eepublican party before he
joined the Independents pointed to him as the
most promising member for such a role. To-
ward the end of the second session the time of
final adjournment was under consideration.
The Speaker ruled that fifteen minutes should
be allowed to the member representing the ma-
jority, and the same amount to the one repre-
senting the minority, and he added that "the
gentleman from Iowa [Mr. Weaver] claims that
he ought to be recognized to have a portion of
the time, and therefore the Chair would sug-